
PHSCE- The World’s Natural Resources 

Task One: Explain what fossil fuels are. Present as a poster or presentation.  

Use the information below and link number 1 to help you with this.   

Fossil fuels 
 

Fossil fuels are essentially the remains of plants of animals. They provide us with a source of non-
renewable energy. Fossil fuels can either come in the form of an oil, coal, or natural gas. They are the 
result of the decomposition of dead plant and animal matter buried deep in the Earth's crust. These fossil 
fuels are then pumped from underground and used in a variety of ways. Fossil fuels release heat energy 
when they are burned. About three-quarters of the electricity generated in the UK comes from power 
stations fuelled by fossil fuels.  
 
Disadvantages of using fossil fuels 
Fossil fuels are non-renewable energy resources. Their supply is limited and they will eventually run out. 
Fossil fuels do not renew themselves, while fuels such as wood can be renewed endlessly.  
Fossil fuels release carbon dioxide when they burn, which adds to the greenhouse effect and increases global 
warming. Of the three fossil fuels, for a given amount of energy released, coal produces the most carbon 
dioxide and natural gas produces the least. 
Coal and oil release sulphur dioxide gas when they burn, which causes breathing problems for living 
creatures and contributes to acid rain. 
 

Uses 

Most of the fuels people burn are fossil fuels. A big use is to make electricity. In power plants fossil fuels, 

usually coal, are burned to heat water into steam, which pushes a fan-like object called a turbine. When 

the turbine spins around, magnets inside the turbine make electricity. 

Crude oil can be separated to make various fuels such as gasoline, kerosene, jet fuel, and diesel fuel. These 

substances are made by the process of fractional distillation in an oil refinery. 

Fossil fuels from oil are the main fuels in transportation. That means that they are burned in order to 

move cars, trucks, ships, airplanes, trains and even spacecraft. Fossil fuel has become an important part of 

modern society and without it, there wouldn't be much transport. 

People also burn fossil fuels to heat their homes. They use it less for this than they did long ago, because it 

makes things dirty. In many homes, people burn natural gas in a stove for cooking. 

Fossil fuels are widely used in construction. In the oil sands in Alberta, about 1 billion cubic feet of natural 

gas was used per day in 2007 to heat the soil so the oil would come out of the earth. 

Problems 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Crude_oil
https://kids.kiddle.co/Gasoline
https://kids.kiddle.co/Kerosene
https://kids.kiddle.co/Diesel_fuel
https://kids.kiddle.co/Fractional_distillation
https://kids.kiddle.co/Oil_refinery
https://kids.kiddle.co/Transportation
https://kids.kiddle.co/Transport
https://kids.kiddle.co/Stove
https://kids.kiddle.co/Cooking
https://kids.kiddle.co/Construction
https://kids.kiddle.co/Oil_sands
https://kids.kiddle.co/Alberta


 

Fossil fuels produce a lot of pollution when burned. This can be reduced by making the combustion process 

more efficient, and by using various techniques to reduce the escape of harmful gases. This pollution is 

responsible for causing the earth to get warmer, called global warming. They are also non-renewable 

resources, there is only a limited amount of coal, gas, and oil, and it is not possible to make more. 

Eventually all the fossil fuels will be used. Scientists think that coal will have run out by 2200 and oil by 

2040. 

Renewable energy sources like biomass energy such as firewood are being used. Countries are also increasing 

the use of wind power, tidal energy, and solar energy to generate electricity. Some governments are helping 

automobile makers to develop electric cars and hybrid cars that will use less oil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Pollution
https://kids.kiddle.co/Global_warming
https://kids.kiddle.co/Non-renewable_resources
https://kids.kiddle.co/Non-renewable_resources
https://kids.kiddle.co/Scientist
https://kids.kiddle.co/Renewable_energy
https://kids.kiddle.co/Biomass
https://kids.kiddle.co/Firewood
https://kids.kiddle.co/Wind_power
https://kids.kiddle.co/Tidal_energy
https://kids.kiddle.co/Solar_energy
https://kids.kiddle.co/Image:20051029_Belchatow_power_station.jpg


Task 2: Deforestation Letter 

Write a letter to Save the Planet UK and address what you think, thoughts and feelings towards 
deforestation. Share what needs to be done and why. Explain the causes, the impact it has and how we can 
help prevent.  
 
Use the information below, the Powerpoint and the useful links to help you generate ideas for your letter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


